
SUCCESS

"Wow, I can’t believe I’m here."

Welcome class of 2022 and incoming students. I would like to take this
time to thank Estela Flores and Project ARRIBA for being the light in a
very dark tunnel. 

If it wasn’t for their help, I don’t think I could have achieved my dream of
becoming a nurse. I would like to begin the story of my journey with a
quote, “failure is an inescapable part of life and a critically important part
of any successful life.” I started my college journey right after high school
but could not quite finish due to being a teen mom. At 29 years old and a
mother of 4 children I decided to stop making excuses and continue my
dream of becoming a nurse. I was right on track until I took that one
class everyone fears, MED SURG, unfortunately I did not pass but I didn’t
want to give up, so I took it again and again I failed with a 77.5.
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SUCCESS

"I felt incredibly defeated and just wanted to give up."

Little did I know this would be a blessing in disguise. Shortly after I found
out I was pregnant with my 5th child, and I was extremely high risk so I
would have to be on bed rest and wouldn’t have been able to finish school.
Soon after that, the pandemic hits, my little family suffered the layoffs the
pandemic brought on and, in that moment, I decided, enough is enough. 

I knew I needed to do what it took to move my family forward. I emailed
Estela and asked if I was able to come back into the program and finish
school. Thank God, she said yes. I did not have any money to go back to
school, so Project ARRIBA was my saving grace. Sadly, it was starting all
over for me, but not once did I give up. I struggled, I cried, I fell but I
persevered and because of my drive to achieve my dream and make my
children proud, I’m standing here with you all and I can proudly say, “I
survived Nursing School! 

Class of 2022, we did it. All the endless nights of crying, studying, and care
plans are finally over. And for those who just started, don’t give up, keep
pushing to achieve your dream. 

"Success is not final; failure is not fatal; It is the courage to
continue that counts."
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